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By Lynne Constantine

How to Engage With 
Influencers on Twitter

Twitter is an amazing universe that makes it possible to interact with just about anyone. While 
it’s true that tweeting to Stephen King might not get you a response, there is a chance it could. 

Perhaps it’s not a best-selling author you’re looking to engage with. Is there a literary agent or publisher 
that you’d love to connect with? Maybe it’s a reviewer or well-known blogger that you’re interested in 
engaging. The sky’s the limit with Twitter, but there is some etiquette involved. 

Don’t tweet to a well-known author asking him or her to read your book

Do read his or her book, post a review, then tweet it and @ tag the author in your tweet

Don’t tweet to agents or publishers asking them to read your manuscript

Do retweet one of their blog posts with an interesting comment and @ tag them in the tweet. 

Don’t tweet to reviewers or bloggers requesting they review your book 

Do read their reviews and post them with a comment and @tag them

Do you see the pattern? Everyone likes to be valued. Everyone appreciates when his or her own work is read and shared. 
If you do it sincerely, over time, you may build a relationship with some of these “influencers” who are just people after all. 
Read their tweets, become familiar with their passions. If their interests converge with your own, engage in conversation 
about them. But give it time. Building relationships doesn’t happen overnight. 

Will it always work? Of course not. Just like life, some folks will want to be your friend, and others won’t. It’s also 
important to distinguish between those who are personally engaged on Twitter—not everyone is. But there are many best-
selling authors, literary agents, publishers, and reviewers, who do manage their Twitter following. One of my favorite authors 
and friend, David Morrell, responds personally to all his tweets. 

The important thing is to be authentic: no false flattery, but genuine interest in what others have to say. Treat others as 
you’d like to be treated, and you’ll be surprised at how gracious and helpful many of these Twitter “stars” can be. 

For more advice on how to use Twitter more effectively, click http://lynneconstantine.com/category/social-media/  ■

For more articles on social media and writing visit: http://lynneconstantine.com/category/blog and if you’d like some social media 
support, check out Lynne’s Twitter Package for authors: http://bit.ly/authorpackage.

Lynne is a coffee drinking, Twitter addicted, fiction writer always working on her next book. She is the co-author of “Circle Dance,” 
a family saga written with her sister, as well as two other novels to be released soon. She is the managing partner of a social media 
consulting firm and gives talks on the role of social media in publishing and how to establish a solid author platform. Lynne is a 
contributing editor to International Thriller Writer’s online magazine, The Big Thrill.  


